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SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN-CZECHOSLOVAKIAN TRADE COOPERATION 

BEGIN SUMMARY: DURING LOW KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN OSLO FROM 
9 TO 12 DEC, NORWAY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA AGREED ON A 
PROGRAM FOR ECONOMIC, TECHNICAL AND INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION. 
HOWEVER.BECAUSE OF CZECH DEMANDS FOR SPECIAL PRODUCT 
PREFERENCES, NO FORMAL AGREEMENT WAS REACHED. END SUMMARY. 

1. CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S DELEGATION WAS HEADED BY JOSEF KELLER, 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY; WHILE THE 
NORWEGIAN SIDE WAS LEAD BY PER SKOYEN.MINISTER-COUNSELLOR 
OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. AREAS WHERE CONDITIONS WERE 
FAVORABLE FOR INCREASED COOPERATION INCLUDED THE CHEMICAL, 
ELECTRONIC,ELECTRO-TECHNICAL, WOODWORKING, AND MACHINERY 
INDUSTRITS. ACCORDING TO PER VIGOMOSTAD.SECTION CHIEF FOR 
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GOVERNMENT ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROGRAM IS A FORMALITY AND 
SHOULD TAKE PLACE BY 1 JULY 1976. 

2. VIGOMOSTAD MENTIONED THAT NORWAY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO REACH AN AGREEMENT ON ECONOMIC, 
INDUSTRIAL, AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION IN THE PAST BECAUSE 
OF CZECH INSISTENCE THAT CZECH PRODUCTS COVERED UNDER 
SUCH AN AGREEMENT RECEIVE SPECIAL PREFERENCES. (NOTE: 
NORWAY HAS BOTH TRADE AGREEMENTS AND PROTOCOLS WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION AND MOST EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS THE ONLY ONE OF THESE COUNTRIES WITH 
JUST A TRADE PROTOCOL WITH NORWAY. ALBANIA HAS NO TRADE 
CONNECTIONS WITH NORWAY). CZECHOSLOVAKIA HAS INSISTED 
FOR EXAMPLE THAT PRODUCTS COVERED UNDER AN AGREEMENT BE 
EXEMPTED FROM ANY RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED ON SUCH PRODUCTS 
AT A FUTURE DATE BY MULTILATERAL AGREEMENT. IN ORDER TO 
AVOID THIS CONFLICT AGAIN, THE NEGOTIATORS SETTLED ON 

THIS RATHER VAGUE PROGRAM OF COMMON INTEREST IN CERTAIN 
FIELDS. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE THE STANDARD DIPLOMATIC PRESS 
RELEASE AFTER THE MEETING, IT WOULD SEEM INCREASED TRADE 
BETWEEN NORWAY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA WILL CONTINUE TO FACE 
MAJOR ROADBLOCKS. FOR INSTANCE, VIGOMOSTAD INDICATED 

THE ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE NORWEGIAN-CZECHOSLOVAKIAN 
TRADE PROTOCOL IN MARCH AND APRIL 1976 WILL ENCOUNTER 
DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE OF THE NORWEGIAN DEMAND FOR FURTHER 
RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE PRODUCTS. 
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